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o Just as there have been increases in the child count, there have also
been increases in the number of personnel responsible for serving
handicapped children. For special education teachers and related
services personnel, the number increased from 435,584 in school
year 1979-80 to 440J09 in school year 1980-81 and 446,695 1n 1981-
1982. 3/

o   Noticeable expansion   of   services   to   secondary and postsecondary-age

handicapped students   has    occurred.     The   number   of   children   served

in 1982-83 represents   a   70  percent   Increase   over the  number  served
in 1978-79.

o Fewer than 7 percent of all handicapped children are educated in either
separate schools or separate environments; of the 93 percent who are
educated in regular schools about two-thirds receive their education
in the regular classroom with nonhandicapped peers.

C.   Costs, Benefits, and Effectiveness

Students Served: Since the implementation of the Education For All Handi-
capped Children Act, the number of children served under P.L. 94-142 has
continued to grow from 3,485,000 In 1976-77 to an estimated 4,052,595 in
1982-83. There have been some notable changes in the number of children
of certain handicapping conditions receiving special education and related
services since the first child count was taken in 1976-77. The most
dramatic change has been for the learning disabled category. In 1982-83,
1,723,759 children aged 3-21 were counted as learning disabled under
Public Law 94-142, an increase of 119 percent since 1976-77. Counts of
children in other handicapping conditions have declined. For example,
for the mentally retarded, all but seven States reported a decline in
child count from 1980-81 to 1981-82. (For more detail, see annual reports
to Congress).

The children served were in the following categories in school year
1982-83:

Handicapping                            Percentage of                        Number of

Condition                        Population, Aged 5-17        _Children,Aged 3-21

Learning Disabled                          4.27                                  1,723,759

Speech Impaired                              2.78                                  1,120,176

Mentally Retarded                          1,68                                     678,054

Emotionally Disturbed                     .78                                     313,876

Other Health Impaired                     .12                                       48,104

Multi-handicapped                            .12                                       46,459

Hard of Hearing and Deaf               .12                                       50,367

Orthopedically Impaired                 .12                                       49,119

Visually Handicapped                       .05                                       21,298

Deaf-Blind                                         .00                                         1,383

TOTAL____________                    10.04                                     4.052,595